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“Tokyo Girls" — but still “Untitled”
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“Tokyo Girls” — but still “Untitled”

How do people living in Tokyo today encounter this city’s
young girls?

As soon as we label something we see with a name and a
notion, we lock it into a certain category, where our attention
gets diverted from that specific object itself. Accordingly,
“Tokyo Girls" is likely to be understood as nothing more than
the category of “girls in Tokyo’

Hellen van Meene continues work on her “Untitled” series,
showing individuals whose empty gaze turns them into
ambiguous “things™ that are indeed difficult to entitle. The
little stories the photographer sets up between her subjects
and herself are ingredients that make the results interpretable
in various ways, whereas that transparence and unconstraint
in the eyes of the subject is always the key to the photographs’
allurement .

Through her portraits of female Tokyoites, Hellen van
Meene presents us with an opportunity to encounter those
Tokyo girls in a proper manner. Through their stories, we will

certainly also encounter that same “something” in ourselves

Yusaku Imamura
Director, Tokyo Wonder Site

Counselor on Special Issues to the Governor, Tokyo Metropolitan Government

Hellen van Meene

Alkmaar, 1972

Lives and v orks in Helloo

Nearly all Van Meene's subjects are pubescent girls in whom the innocence
of childhood prevalls: Sometimes there is a touch of sensual fermininity I their
pose or gaze. Above all, the photographs reveal the sitters’ insecurity about
their owndentity Therr air of vulnerabilily 1s intensified by the strange dresses
and shifts they have been given to wear They are at once gauche and sensual,
vulnerable and proud. and all radiate a sense of loncliness and fonging

For her early work Yan Meene picked modeis in her immediate
surroundings

In 2000 she traveled lo Japan, spending ttme in Tokyo, Atami, Osaka and
Kyoto, where she approached girls in public places and then photographed
them in their homes. Since then Van Meena has travelled each year

Recent series have been shol i Riga (Latvia, 2004) St Pelersburg ‘Russia,
2004}, and London (UK, 2005 Many of these portraits have been made not
after making appomntments but directly on the spol where she met her models
Another new development in her work 1s the inclusion of boys as models and

expeliments with group portraits

Unititlod, 2008
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®Tokyo Wonder Site Shibuya is 8 minutes away from JR Shibuya
Station. {JR Yamanote, Saikyo, Shonan-Shinjuku line/ Tokyu Toyoko * Denentashi
line/ Keio Inokashira line/ Tokyo feiro Ginza + Hanzomon line)

@ There 1s no parking lot. Visitors are encouraged to use public transportation
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1-19-8 Jinnan Shibuya-ku Tokyo, JAPAN 150-0041

TEL 03-3463-0603 / FAX. 03-3463-0605 / CAFE: 03-3463-3323
MAIL info@tokyo-ws.org

URL: hitp://veww.tokyo-ws.org




