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HITOSHI'NISHIYAMA
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White out

Impression : Sea of Japan " Green Room, 2001
2006

While surfers speak of being “wiped out” when
tossed about by waves so severely that for a moment
everything goes white in front of their eyes, we
know momentary drops into unconsciousness as
“blackouts”. Terms like these always pop up in my
mind when standing in front Hitoshi Nishiyama's
works. This time the artist creates in the middle of
Shibuya a wipeout, and at once a blackout kind of
sensation. Or better still, a “whiteout”, as Nishiyama
turns the gallery into a space that is whiter than
white. Although you surely won't have problems
imagining a white interior, the scenery the artist
produces here is so perfectly white that you have to
see it to believe it. Nishiyama'’s space is man-made,

yet paradoxically seems like a natural environment.
In his work to date, Hitoshi Nishiyama has been

picturing natural shapes of waves, and creating T
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® Tokyo Wonder Site Shibuya 1s 8 minutes away from JR Shibuya

products, conjure up images of mountains, or more

precisely, ants building anthills. Nishiyama’s works '
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have emerged out of the relationship between

natural shapes and artificially made objects, and @ There Is no parking lot. Visitors are encouraged to use public

FARCO PARTZ @

transportation

with this time’s white space he is pushing this idea
to the next level. PARCO PARTT @

I wonder, where will the visitors’ hearts go out to
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in this metaphysical sort of “void” in the hustle and
bustle of the city?
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Yusaku Imamura

Director, Tokyo Wonder Site

Counselor on Special Issues to the Governor, HMv .




