Swiss Videoart

Elodie Pong

Peripheral Area

Date 2005/9/30(fri.) —10/30(sun.)

Entrance fee 500 yen
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Open Hours 11:00—19:00

(*Friday & Saturday open until 21:00/*entrance available until 30min. before closing time)
Closed on Monday (*Tue. if Mon. is a national holiday)

http://www.tokyo-ws.org/

"VIDEOART CHANNEL," which has introduced more than 100 works

by videoartists from local/ intemational countries,

is presenting Swiss female artist, Elodie Pong in this exclusive volume,

as an exhibition of her single channel video works and video installations.

Elodie Pong is well-known in contemporary art scene in Switzerland,

as an artist using video images.

In one of her video works, "Secret for Sale” (2002),

she makes her unique collection of "people’s secrets,” in which through negotiation
she buys confessions of their secrets, and shoots and records

the dark side of people’'s mind that everybody has in today's society.

Through these series of images in her video works, Elodie Pong presents problems
between images, communications and identities in today's society.

For this event, we invite the artist to Tokyo and will arrange productions and
workshops including various interactions with local artists and audiences,

at the newly opened art space, "Tokyo Wonder Site Shibuya,” which will bring

fresh energy into the youth culture in Shibuya.
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The collaboration between VCT and TWS is realized for the

first time at this exhibition "Elodie Pong / Peripheral Area." We are
assuming that this kind of collaboration will continue, keep developing projects of
independent artists, and lead to activate the art scenes in Tokyo.

VCT/ EFZ=7—bhtI9—KRR : 2001 FLDOEFFETFAERCBICK > THRES N T —
741I~ 7J 9‘)!/-—70

H’Euut'f/j—»f'\)?-y HZF/ —T4R I\T._SU),EEJJ’E?”T?%{’\J ko EFFT7— Ha
RROPLEDTRET 2BDTREL, BRICAFNERAMSCBVWTHRLAGHESNERE
BRLs Fe S ORBNEBIREE SR 2R EED T,

VCT/ VIDEOART CENTER Tokyo The artist-run group organized by young artists
since 2001,

VIDEOART CH_A_N'_\_'EL:IS-\_IIC_]EO sereening event. This introduces videoart scenes
and the backgrounds of artists group activities from all over the world. Videoart is
not only d_e_tennin_e_d_b its contents, butralso by a chance for us to reflect on our
passive culture of audio-visual images with various social viewpoints,
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TWS/ TOKYO WONDER SITE: Tokyo Wonder Slte opened at the end of 2001
as a vehicle to support young creators, and a platform for culturaliexchange
between artists and art fans. The new opening space in Shibuya in 2005 func-
tions as a gathering spot, which serves as a hub of not only Asian but also
worldwide art network. Cooperated with Tokyo Cultural Policy, this newborn
"site," actively as "On Site Labo" for the city vitality, suggests and carries out
concepts, researches, and supports the diversity of Tokyo city culture.
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1-19-8 Jinnan Shibuya, Shibuyaku Tokya 150-0041
TEL : 03-3463-0603 FAX: 03-3463-0605
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"Peripheral Area" refers to Elodie Pong's focal point. Her works are serious, deep but at the
same time very playful, and its area is not in feature film, documentary, mere narrative, or

abstract, but these are in between these categories. ——
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Elodie Pong. studied Socialogy and Anthropology at the University of Lausanne, and
then studied sculpture ‘and drawing at the Beaux-Arts of Lausanne. She lives in
Lausanne and Zurich in Switzerland since 1994, working on the field of installation,
sculpture, and video. She is becoming a remarkable artist with many awards such as
"Rewview" video + film contest (2001, Migro Museumn for Contemporary Art) and Swiss
Award in "Viper Basel 2003," etc.
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munication by text,

supreme material society.
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which means mask in Latin.

"Secret for Sale" (2002/62min)

People, who visited her exhibition face the video
camera in this unigue installation, make confession
of their secret, and then after the confession, the
artist negotiates the price and buys their secret. In
this process is nearly indicated the ambiguous
area between secluded "secret” and negotiable

"Secret Collection” (2004 /video installation)

An installation of 9 hour-long length footages from
abovementioned "Secret for Sale," you can take a
peep into the part of the collection voyeuristical-
ly..Although you can watch these whole process of
videg, is your viewpoint of observer's, or God's
glance that could redeem people's confessions?

Each of three screens shows image of "SMS-com-
night street views from the
car" and "trivial daily life of youths." Those are
essences of feature film as "Script," "Set" and
"Characters." Then those form a cynical abstract
cinema. A video installation leads us to rethink of
our identities and against pop culture under the

“Search and Destroy" and other new video pieces
From Elodie Pong's new video pieces made in
year 200b. These are various observations on
our identities by using masks with image of face.
To unmask our existence among electric images
and electric sound, the the artist cites the fact
that the word "personality” derives from "persona,”

Kentaro Taki (VCT)
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For this event, the artist will come over 1o Tokyo, net only for preparing the exhibi-
tion, but she is also planning on production in Tokyo with the, artists in Japan and
participants in the workshops. She will do presentation on! her works at the Artist's
Talk, and she will also present the outcome of the productton at therWOrkshop

The Artist Is Coming To Tokyo !
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